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  Implementation of the European Patent Validation Agreement
in the Republic of Moldova  
  
Objectives of the Validation Agreement 

Achieving the objectives set out by the European Neighbourhood Policy and the Eastern
Partnership
Ensuring a level of protection of inventions similar to that existing in the EU
Increasing the attractiveness of the European patent system
Supporting plans for Moldova`s gradual economic integration into the EU internal market

Significance of the Validation Agreement

Validation Agreement – Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Moldova
and the European Patent Organization on the validation of European patents, signed on 16
October 2013
Effective from 1 November 2015, following ratification of the Agreement by the Parliament of
the Republic of Moldova and approximation of Moldovan legislation with the provisions of the
Agreement (Law no. 160 of 30/07/2015 amending Law no. 50/2008)
European Patent Validation - recognition, upon request, of the effects of the European
patent application and the European patent in the Republic of Moldova
Validated European Patent – a European patent granted by the EPO on a European patent
application in respect of which validation has been requested and legal validation procedures
have been carried out in the Republic of Moldova

Effects of European Patents

A European Patent granted by the EPO may produce effects in 44 states
Currently, 38 states are members of the EPO (27 member states and 11 non-member states
of EU (Switzerland, Norway, Turkey etc.))
Other 2 states – Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro signed with the EPO bilateral
agreements on extension and recognition of the effect of the European patent
Other 4 states – Morocco, Tunisia, Cambodia and the Republic of Moldova signed with the
EPO bilateral European patent validation agreements

Validation Procedure. Actions before EPO

A European patent application or a European patent granted on such application shall be
validated in the Republic of Moldova at the request of the applicant.
The request for validation shall be deemed to be filed with any European patent application
filed with the EPO on or after November 1, 2015, by ticking in the request form, at
Extension/Validation Compartment, the intention to pay the validation fee for the Republic of
Moldova
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For each request for validation the EPO shall charge a validation fee in the amount of 200
EUR
The validation fee shall be paid within six months of the date on which the European Patent
Bulletin mentions the publication of the European search report, or, where applicable, within
the period for performing the acts required for entry into the European phase of an
international application (“basic period”)
If the applicant failed to pay the validation fee in the basic period, it may still be validly paid
within two months of expiry of the basic period, provided that a 50% surcharge is paid
Data on each request for validation shall not be published by the AGEPI and recorded in the
National Register of Patent Applications until the validation fee is paid

Validation Procedure. Actions before AGEPI

In order to carry out the validation procedures, the applicant shall furnish to the AGEPI,
through a patent attorney, a publication application on a standard form approved by AGEPI
and the translation into the Romanian language of the following documents, as appropriate:
translation of the claims of the European patent application
corrected translation of the claims of the European patent application
translation of the specification of the European patent
translation of the specification of the European patent modified in the opposition or limitation
procedure
corrected translation of the specification of the European patent
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Provisional Protection
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A published European patent application shall provisionally confer the same protection as is
conferred by a published national patent application as from the date on which a translation
of the claims of the published European patent application into Romanian has been made
available to the public by the AGEPI

Time Limits

Within three months of the date on which the mention of the grant of the European patent
has been published by the EPO, the proprietor of the patent shall furnish to the AGEPI the
translation into Romanian of the specification and pay the prescribed fee for publication.
If, as a result of an opposition or a request for limitation filed with the EPO, the European
patent is maintained in amended form, the proprietor of the patent shall, within three months
of the date on which the mention of the decision to maintain the European patent as
amended or to limit it was published, furnish to the AGEPI the translation into Romanian of
the amended claims and pay the prescribed fee for publication.
The translation may still be validly filed within an additional period of three months, provided
that a 100% surcharge is paid.
If the conditions laid down in the legislation are met, AGEPI shall publish any translation filed
within the given time limit and record the validated European patent in the National Patent
Register
Upon request, AGEPI shall issue a certificate on the validation of the European patent,
provided that the prescribed fee is paid
If the translation of the specification of the European patent or the translation of the
specification of the European patent modified in the opposition or limitation procedure is not
filed in due time or the prescribed fee is not paid, the validated European patent shall be
deemed to be void ab initio.

Maintenance of the European Patents

Annual maintenance fees for a validated European patent shall be paid to AGEPI for the years
following the year in which the mention of the grant of the European patent was published by
the EPO
If the patent maintenance fees are not paid in due time, the proprietor of the patent shall be
deprived of the rights deriving from the patent

Effects of Patent Applications and European Patents

A European patent application shall have the same effect and be subject to the same
conditions as a regular national patent application
A European patent application may be converted into a national patent application by filing
with the AGEPI a request for conversion with the payment of the prescribed fee within 3
months from the date on which the European patent application was refused, withdrawn or
deemed withdrawn
A validated European patent shall confer as from the date of publication of the mention of its
grant by the EPO the same rights as would be conferred by a national patent

Expected benefits of the European Patent Validation System

Increasing foreign investor confidence in the effectiveness of legislation and Moldovan
technical and administrative infrastructure to protect their investment, including in the
industrial property field and to provide protection at European level for their inventions
Stimulating innovation, technology transfer and creating a favorable investment climate
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